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WESTERN NEW ENGLAND UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

Balancing Act:
Making the Most of 
Law’s New Digital Reality

Law Basketball Invitational Turns 40!
Begun in 1975, the Western New England University School of Law
Basketball Invitational celebrated four decades as the nation’s largest
and longest running law school-only basketball tournament.
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By Mary McLean Orszulak G’10

Established in 1975, the Law Basketball Invita-
tional has become one of the most anticipated
social events of the spring calendar for law stu-
dents and alumni in the Northeast. The event is
sponsored and organized by the 
Student Bar Association.

Games were held at the Alumni Healthful Liv-
ing Center. The tournament drew 26 teams rep-
resenting 14 law schools throughout the
Northeast, and included both men’s and women’s
divisions. The Rutgers student team took the
men’s division over the Harvard Law alumni team
with a score of 52-59. Three women’s teams
from Western New England, Syracuse, and Suf-
folk played in a round-robin competition with
Suffolk winning for the second year in a row.

As part of the weekend-long celebration,
alumni, students, and competitors gathered Fri-
day and Saturday evenings at Paddy’s Irish Pub
across from campus and at favorite law alumni
watering hole Theodore’s in downtown Spring-
field.

Alumni are an important part of the celebration
with many past participants returning each year
to compete or show their support. “I have en-
joyed being a part of the tournament these past
two years because of the great competition and
sense of community it fosters,” said Tournament
Cochair Jordan Freeman 3L. “The alumni

teams say that it’s a weekend away from their
lives as lawyers, to have fun, see familiar faces,
and meet new friends. What is even more amaz-
ing about those who come back is that certain
teams help us out and recruit teams that haven’t
previously competed, as was the case with this
year’s winner Rutgers-Camden School of
Law.” 

At a recognition event on Saturday, the SBA
presented a plaque to Tom Connelly ’76 for his
dedication and vision that established 
the annual tournament. “Recognition really has
to go to those who have kept the tournament
going for the last 39 years,” Tom told the at-
tendees. 

He then recounted how the tournament was
born. A member of the first full-time class, Tom
initially tried to organize an intramural softball
team to compete with undergraduates on cam-
pus. But the athletics director had reservations
that they would have an unfair advantage. “Just
because we’re older and more experienced
doesn’t mean we’re more athletic,” Tom recalled
telling him and the law students were allowed to
compete. However, when Tom assembled an in-
tramural basketball team, “It just so happened
that we had a lot of good athletes and a very win-
ning team. The undergraduates took exception
to that so they thought maybe we should play

some other law schools.”
Tom set up a home and away series of

games against Yale. After Western New 
England beat them in the opener at home,
“They never came to Springfield. So that was
the end of the home and away series.” 

Still undeterred, Tom reached out to UConn
Law where he was taking some patent law
classes. He also got Cornell, 
Villanova, Boston University, NYU, and even
Yale onboard and the Western New England
Law Invitational was born. 

“The tournament is such a point of pride be-
cause it gives the law students and law alumni
something to get behind,” said Tournament
Cochair Steve LaMonica 3L. “It binds all of the
students and alumni in a common rooting inter-
est in seeing our teams compete against other
law schools throughout the Northeast. Every law
student over the last 40 years has had the
chance to either play in, watch, or simply talk
about the tournament during their time here at
Western New England University School of Law.
That is something special and the reason why
both current students and alumni take great
pride in one of the best law school traditions
around.” ◆

Marking its 40th year this spring, the Law Basketball Invitational is the nation’s largest and longest-running
law school-only basketball tournament. Western New England University celebrated this milestone with a
special program on February 20-22, 2015. “We wanted to celebrate the many alumni players from the past
who have made this event so successful through the years and a hallmark of our institution,” said School of
Law Dean Eric Gouvin.

School of Law Basketball Invitational Turns 40!

(Above) Dean Gouvin with
Founder Tom Connelly ’76 and
Cochairs Jordan Freeman 3L
and Steve LaMonica 3L.

Professor of Law Bruce Miller
(left) was recognized for his
many years of service coach-
ing the women’s teams.

(Above) A happy crowd gathered for the reception on February 21.

(Photos facing page) The Teams: Western New England University men fielded a student and two alumni
teams, and the Western New England women fielded a student/alumni team. 

View the photo album at www.law.wne.edu/alumni.


